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Climate Change From a Christian’s Perspective

It has been stated by scientists that earth does not belong o man, but
rather, man belongs to earth. According to them, man is a part of the web
of life and is a part of his environment. This cannot be true, because if man
Is only a part of the web of life, then he has no responsibility for looking after
It, nor is he responsible for the problems on earth, like climate change. But

If the earth belongs to man, then man is ultimately responsible for what he
does with the earth.

What does the Bible tell us about our environmente Genesis 1:28 says,
“Be fruitful and multiply and fill the earth and subdue it and have dominion
over the fish of the sea and over the birds of the heavens and over every
iving thing that moves on the earth.” We have clearly been given the
charge of taking dominion of our environment. We are free to do with it as Fijian Bible Translation
we please. But with the task of possessing our environment also comes a
responsibility. Galatians 6:7 states that a man reaps what he sows. If we are Genesis 1:28 - Na | Vakatekivu 1:28
going to abuse the world around us, then we will suffer the consequences A sa vosa vakalougatataki rau na Kalou, a sa kaya vel rau na Kalou,
of our greedy actions. Drau vakaluveni, ka tubu me lewe vuga ka vakatawani vuravurq,
ka vakamalumumalumutaka; ka lewa na ika ni waitui, kel na manu-
Have we already taken this planet down the path to destructione Genesis manu vuka, kel na ka bula kece ga sa gasi voli e dela | vuravura.
8:22, 9:11 says, “As long as the earth endures seedfime and harvest, cold
and heat, summer and winter, day and night, will never cease....” God is Galatians 6:7 - Kalatia 6:7
certainly mindful of what man is doing to this earth and he will act at the Mo dou kakua ni vakaisini kemudou; a Kalou ena sega ni
appropriate time and in the appropriate manner in order to keep his vakalialiai; na ka kecega sa kaburaka na tamata ena tamusuka
promise. Psalm 46:2-3 also has a hope-inspiring promise for us: “Therefore we  tale ga ko koya.
will not fear, though the earth give way and the mountains fall into the heart
of the seq, though its waters roar and foam and the mountains quake with Genesis 8:22 - Na | Vakatekivu 8:22
their surging.” Ni sa tiko ko vuravura, e na sega ni mudu na vula | teitel kei na vulo
| kelikeli, kel na liliwa kel na katakata, kel na vula | katakata kel na
So what is our responsibility in this present day and age<¢ What are we 1o vula | liliwa, kel na siga kel na bogi.
do about climate change? Since we cannot wind back time to repair
the damage, we must take a different approach to the issue of climate Genesis 9:11 - Na | Vakatekivu 2:11
change. This approach is to reach out to those who have been affected. To  La kau na vakataudeitaka ha noqu veiyalayalati vei kemudou, ka ni
do whatever we can 1o ease the burdens that they bear. Many of them are  na sega tale ni na muduki laivi na ka bula kecega e na waluvu; ia e
so poor that they need outside help and assistance 1o be able 1o survive. Nna sega tale ni na waluvu me kawa boko kina na vuravura.
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The question that now faces us is not “How can we wind back time to mend  Psalms 46:2-3 - Same 46:2-3

what our fathers did?¢” but is instead, “How can we help those who have O koya ogo e da sa sega kina nirere, kevaka sa kau tani ko

been affected by the changes in the climatee¢” vuravura, Ka sa kau yani ki na loma ni wasa liwa ni veiulu-ni vanua.
Ka sa vadugu na kena wai ka vakatubu, Ka yavala na

— Andrew Sheehy veiulu-ni-vanua ni sa tubu na biau.
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Povtrats of Resilience is part of the Many Strong Veices Programume. It illustvates in a personal way what climate change means to younq people in the Arctic and Small Istand Developing States and hetps communities create their own visual archive of the changes W are experiencing. More @ www.manystronguoices.ovy b AGEH T R




